High Bluff Academy

Course Description: AP Seminar
There are no prerequisite courses for the AP Seminar course.

AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular
conversations that explore the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues
by analyzing divergent perspectives. Using an inquiry framework, students practice reading
and analyzing articles, research studies, and foundational literary and philosophical texts;
listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and experiencing
artistic works and performances. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple
sources, develop their own perspectives in research-based written essays, and design and
deliver oral and visual presentations, both individually and as part of a team. Ultimately,
the course aims to equip students with the power to analyze and evaluate information with
accuracy and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments.

Course Content: Students engage in conversations about complex academic and real-
world issues through a variety of lenses, considering multiple points of view. Teachers have
the flexibility to choose one or more appropriate themes that allow for deep
interdisciplinary exploration based on:

e Concepts or issues from other AP courses

« Student interests

e Local and/or civic issues

¢ Academic problems or questions

e Global or international topics

Exploring different points of view and making connections across disciplines are
fundamental components of the AP Seminar experience. Students consider each topic
through a variety of lenses and from multiple perspectives, many of which are divergent or
competing. Analyzing topics through multiple lenses aids in interdisciplinary
understanding and helps students gain a rich appreciation for the complexity of important
issues. Teachers should encourage students to explore a topic through several of the
following lenses: ¢ Cultural and social e Artistic and philosophical e Political and historical
Environmental ¢ Economic  Scientific ¢ Futuristic « Ethical

High Bluff Academy is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC). The above course is approved by the University of California system (A-G) and
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).
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